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Q. Here in the world’s most populous
Muslim nation, thousands have dem-
onstrated for days, saying that your policy in
the Middle East and Iraq and elsewhere is
anti-Islamic. How do you fight that impres-
sion? And doesn’t it require more than just
a reassertion of your existing foreign policy
goals?

And for President Yudhoyono, did you, in
your talks with President Bush, urge him to
begin a withdrawal of U.S. forces from Iraq
as soon as possible?

President Bush. 1 mean, T'll be glad to
answer it for him—no, he didn’t. But he can
answer it for himsell. [Laughter]

Look, T applaud a society where people
are free to come and express their opinion.
And it’s to Indonesia’s credit that it’s a society
where people are able to protest and say what
they think. And it’s not the first time, by the
way, where people have showed up and ex-
pressed their opinion about my policies. But
that’s what happens when you make hard de-
cisions.

My answer to people about whether or
not—how do you comfort people of the Mus-
lim faith that our policies are open, is that
I believe freedom is universal and democracy
is universal. I don’t believe it’s the sole right
of the United States or the sole right of
Methodists. I believe in the universality of
freedom. And therefore—and I believe peo-
ple desire to live in free societies, and I be-
lieve the vast majority of people want to live
in moderation and not have extremists kill
innocent people.

And so therefore, our policies are to pro-
mote that kind of form of government. It’s
not going to look like America; it’s going to
be different from America. And I also would
tell people that democracies yield peace. De-
mocracies don’t fight each other. One of the
reasons why I am proud to call this President
friend is because he understands the power
of democracy, and he understands it’s a uni-
versal right.

And so therefore, to say spreading democ-
racy is antireligious—it’s the opposite of that.
Democracy means you can worship any way
you choose, freely. And so, look, people pro-
test; that's a good sign. It's a good sign of
a healthy society.

Nov. 20 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2006

President Yudhoyono. Well, to elaborate
my first view on Iraq, I would like to say
that probably we have to think about devel-
oping a triple-track solution. One is really im-
portant is having national reconciliation in
Iraq, together with the empowerment of the
existing national Government is very impor-
tant, so Iraq can handle her own problem.

Second is, of course, we have to involve
other parties. We have to probably deploy
and employ new setup of security forces in
parallel with some day, this on a proper time-
table, the disengagement of U.S. military
forces and other coalition forces from Iraq.

And of course, the third track is also not
to be neglected, is how do the international
community work together in conducting re-
construction and rehabilitation of Iraq after
the conflict.

So I think we have to combine all those
three solutions before, actually, the United
States can determine what the possible poli-
cies to be developed in the future related
to the withdrawal or disengagement of the
U.S. forces from Iraq.

Q. So do you believe—[inaudible]—U.S.
forces should remain in Iraq then?

President Yudhoyono. I think I have ex-
plained my view on those three tracks of solu-
tion. And the future disengagement of U.S.
forces from Iraq must be connected to the
other two that I have mentioned already.

Thank you.

NoTE: The President spoke at approximately 6:45
p-m. at Bogor Palace. In his remarks, he referred
to Kristiani Herawati, wife of President
Yudhoyono. President Yudhoyono spoke partly in
Bahasa Indonesia, and those portions of his re-
marks were translated by an interpreter.

Joint Statement Between the United
States of America and the Republic
of Indonesia

November 20, 2006

President Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono and
President George W. Bush today reaffirmed
the strength and vitality of the bilateral rela-
tionship between Indonesia and the United
States, and reviewed the highly positive de-
velopment of U.S-Indonesia relations over
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the past two years. The two Presidents recog-
nized the special and enduring bonds be-
tween the two countries and their people,
demonstrated recently by the close coopera-
tion following the devastating tsunami in
Aceh and Hurricane Katrina. President Bush
expressed his admiration for the resilience
and determination of the Indonesian people
and government in rebuilding areas affected
by the earthquake in Yogyakarta and Central
Java.

The two Presidents reaffirmed that Indo-
nesia and the United States are bound by
a broad-based democratic partnership based
on equality, mutual respect, common inter-
ests and shared values of freedom, pluralism
and tolerance. The Presidents committed
themselves to broadening and deepening
such partnership.

President Bush congratulated Indonesia
on the successful signing and implementation
of a Memorandum of Understanding that has
brought peace to the province of Aceh, and
renewed the United States” firm support for
Indonesia’s peace-building efforts in Aceh.
President Bush also re-emphasized the
United States’ strong support for Indonesia’s
national unity and territorial integrity, and
opposition to secessionist movements in any
part of Indonesia. President Bush stressed
the importance of a united, democratic, plu-
ralistic and prosperous Indonesia to the re-
gion and beyond.

President Bush congratulated President
Yudhoyono on signing an agreement with the
Millennium Challenge Corporation for a $55
million Threshold program, noting that it
represents a resounding endorsement of
President Yudhoyono’s anti-corruption pro-
gram and “pro-growth, pro-job, and pro-
poor” economic strategy. President Bush ex-
pressed confidence that the threshold pro-
gram will have a transformative effect on In-
donesia’s development and international
competitiveness.

Noting the strength and importance of
educational and cultural links, the Presidents
reviewed the excellent work being done
through the US$157 million U.S-Indonesia
Education Initiative on basic education, the
cornerstone of U.S. assistance to Indonesia
and a symbol of our forward-looking partner-
ship. The Presidents highlighted the impor-
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tance of education for democracy, tolerance
and economic progress and reaffirmed their
commitment to working together to revitalize
their cooperation in education. The Presi-
dents also expressed their desire to encour-
age more people-to-people contacts through
travel, educational exchanges, and tourism
between Indonesia and the United States.

President Yudhoyono and President Bush
noted with satisfaction the continuing devel-
opment of U.S-Indonesia economic and
trade relations. They welcomed the strong
support by APEC Leaders for the conclusion
of an ambitious Doha Round agreement and
noted their joint commitment to do every-
thing possible to realize the development
goals of the Doha negotiations. President
Yudhoyono briefed President Bush on his
government’s program to strengthen the in-
vestment climate by improving infrastruc-
ture, reducing red tape, enhancing the rule
of law and respect for contracts. They wel-
comed a number of positive developments
since their May 2005 meeting in Washington
DC, including:

e The establishment of the ASEAN-U.S.

Enhanced Partnership;

e Signing of a U.S.-ASEAN Trade and In-
vestment Framework Arrangement
(TIFA);

e The June 2006 extension of U.S. Ex-
port-Import Bank coverage to private
Indonesian corporations for the first
time since 1998;

o The upgrading of Indonesia from the
Special 301 Priority Watch List in No-
vember 2006 based on steps to improve
intellectual property rights enforce-
ment; and

e The strengthening of our dialogue
through our bilateral Trade and Invest-
ment Framework Agreement (TIFA) to
further promote and facilitate trade and
investment.

The Presidents praised two recently signed
MOUs, one on Cooperation in Trade in Tex-
tile and Apparel Goods and another on Com-
bating Illegal Logging and Associated Trade
in the context of the TIFA between the two
countries. They also applauded the resump-
tion of cooperation and capacity building ac-
tivities between the U.S. Forest Service and
the Indonesian Ministry of Forestry.
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The two Presidents discussed the grave
threat posed by Avian Influenza (AI), and
President Yudhoyono reiterated his Govern-
ment’s firm commitment to combating its
spread. He briefed President Bush on Indo-
nesia’s completion of a unified national re-
sponse plan, increase in the AI budget for
2007, and active participation in the Inter-
national Partnership on Avian and Pandemic
Influenza. President Bush announced the
United States would increase its Al assistance
to Indonesia to expand animal surveillance
and response efforts and strengthen nation-
wide public awareness. President Bush con-
firmed that the U.S. Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention and Animal and
Plant Health Inspection Service would assign
permanent staff to Indonesia to build more
effective partnerships with their counterparts
in Indonesia. President Yudhoyono thanked
President Bush for the United States” work
in support of the Indonesian Ministry of
Health’s efforts to identify human AI cases
and investigate Al outbreaks. The two Presi-
dents stressed the imperative of continued
and enhanced cooperation between Indo-
nesian and American health workers and
medical scientists to fight infectious diseases,
including through the Naval Medical Re-
search Unit (NAMRU-2), which has been in
operation since 1968. They agreed that nego-
tiations to extend the research work of
NAMRU-2 should be expedited.

President Bush and President Yudhoyono
reviewed the expanding partnership between
the U.S. and Indonesia in the area of disaster
management, emergency preparedness, and
mitigation. The two Presidents noted the
steady progress on constructing the west
coast road in Aceh Province that will restore
communication and economic links to com-
munities that were devastated by the tsu-
nami, and agreed on the importance of expe-
diting land acquisition so that the road can
be completed on schedule. President Bush
applauded the significant progress made in
reconstructing Aceh, paving the way for sus-
tained peace and economic growth. Presi-
dent Bush and President Yudhoyono also
welcomed the recent agreement between
their two governments to cooperate on the
development of a tsunami early warning sys-

Nov. 20 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2006

tem that will safeguard Indonesia’s tsunami-
prone areas by 2009.

The two leaders noted the tremendous op-
portunities for cooperation between Indo-
nesia and the United States in the areas of
alternative fuels and environmental protec-
tion. President Yudhoyono briefed President
Bush on his ambitious biofuel development
initiative and the Presidents endorsed the
U.S.-Indonesia Energy Policy Dialogue as a
forum to discuss ways and means to acquire
clean and safe alternative energy, including
biofuels.

As the leaders of two nations which have
both suffered terrorist attacks on their soil,
the two leaders reaffirmed their solidarity in
defeating the scourge of terrorism. Both
Presidents expressed satisfaction at the suc-
cessful arrest and conviction in Indonesia of
suspects involved in the 2002 incident in
Timika, and agreed to begin negotiations to-
ward a Mutual Legal Assistance Treaty.

President Bush and President Yudhoyono
discussed a broad range of regional and glob-
al security issues. President Bush and Presi-
dent Yudhoyono welcomed the successful
restoration of bilateral military ties, and
pledged to make such ties sustainable and
mutually beneficial in the support of peace
and stability. They agreed that such ties
would be primarily targeted at increasing co-
ordination on disaster relief, exchanges and
training on the role of militaries in demo-
cratic societies, increasing mutual profes-
sional development and enhancing regional
and maritime security. They agreed to ex-
plore the possibility of a Status of Forces
Agreement.

President Bush congratulated Indonesia
on its election as a non-permanent member
of the United Nations Security Council. Both
Presidents pledged to work closely together
on issues before the Council in order to
maintain international peace and security, es-
pecially the challenge posed by North Ko-
rea’s nuclear weapons program. President
Bush applauded Indonesia’s participation in
maintaining peace in southern Lebanon by
volunteering forces to join UNIFIL. The two
Presidents also discussed the Arab-Israeli
conflict, and both Presidents stressed their
support for the establishment of a viable,
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independent, democratic and sovereign Pal-
estine state that would live side by side in
peace with Israel.

The two Presidents stressed the impor-
tance of inter-civilizational and inter-faith
dialogues. The two Presidents expressed
their concern to see growing religious intol-
erance in some parts of the world and their
common desire to work against it. President
Bush expressed great admiration and respect
for Indonesia’s long history of religious toler-
ance and moderate Islamic thought.

NOTE: An original was not available for
verification of the content of this joint statement.

Remarks to the Troops at Hickam Air
Force Base in Honolulu, Hawaii
November 21, 2006

Thank you all. Admiral, thanks for the in-
troduction. Thanks for the warm breakfast,
and thanks for the good view. I appreciate
the tight ship you run here. And I thank you
all very much for serving our country.

Laura and I are honored to be with you.
We're honored to say thanks on behalf of a
grateful nation. And I'm pleased to tell you
that the work you're doing will lead to peace
for generations to come.

You serve at a time when we witness an
ideological struggle between those who love
freedom and those who hate freedom. And
the outcome of this struggle will determine
how your children and grandchildren live.
And T'm determined, like you are deter-
mined, that freedom prevails.

Today we saw again the vicious face of
those who oppose freedom. We strongly con-
demn the assassination today in Lebanon of
Pierre Gemayel, who was a minister in the
Government of Prime Minister Siniora. We
support the Siniora Government and its de-
mocracy, and we support the Lebanese peo-
ple’s desire to live in peace. And we support
their efforts to defend their democracy
against attempts by Syria, Iran, and allies, to
foment instability and violence in that impor-
tant country.

I call for a full investigation of the murder
to identify those people and those forces be-
hind the killing. We call on the international
community to support Prime Minister
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Siniora’s Government. And one clear way to
do so is for the United Nations Security
Council to take all remaining steps needed
to establish a special tribunal concerning the
assassination of former Prime Minister Hariri
and to assure that those behind that killing,
and others that followed, are brought to jus-
tice. I strongly believe the United Nations
Security Council ought to act today. For the
sake of peace, the free world must reject
those who undermine young democracies
and murder in the name of their hateful ide-
ology.

I want to thank our Secretary of State for
joining us. You know, one of the jobs of the
President is to surround himself with smart,
capable, strong people—and I have done so
in Condoleezza Rice.

I also did so at the altar. [Laughter] And
I'm pleased Laura is here as well. We're on
our way back home after a trip in Southeast
Asia. I had meetings in Singapore and Indo-
nesia, as well as a meeting at the Asia-Pacific
Economic Cooperation in Vietnam. And
they’re important meetings. It gave me a
chance to discuss with leaders from the Pa-
cific region about our common threats: the
common threat of terrorism; the common
threat of pandemic outbreaks; and the com-
mon threat of North Korea’s nuclear weap-
ons program.

I told them that the United States of
America remains committed to Asia because
we have key economic and national security
interests in the region. It’s in our national
interests that we be involved in the Asia-Pa-
cific region. And the Pacific Command bares
the primary responsibility for defending our
interests in that part of the world. You rep-
resent the oldest and largest unified com-
mand in the United States military. You
cover an area that spans more than half of
the surface area of the Earth. You've got a
really important job, and I'm here to thank
you for doing a good job.

You serve freedom’s cause in a lot of ways.
When you help deliver humanitarian relief
to victims of natural disasters, you serve free-
dom’s cause. When you fight terrorists wher-
ever we find them, you serve freedom’s
cause. Every branch of our military is playing
a vital role. The Army and Marine Corps



